Stop-Motion Animation Project
[image: ]Stop motion (also known as stop frame) is an animation technique to make a physically manipulated object appear to move on its own. The object is moved in small increments between individually photographed frames, creating the illusion of movement when the series of frames is played as a continuous sequence. Dolls with movable joints or clay figures are often used in stop motion for their ease of repositioning.

Stop motion animation using plasticine is called clay animation or "clay-mation". Not all stop motion requires figures or models; many stop motion films can involve using humans, household appliances and other things for comedic effect.

Short History
Stop motion animation has a long history in film. It was often used to show objects moving as if by magic. The first instance of the stop motion technique can be credited to Albert E. Smith and J. Stuart Blackton for Vitagraph's The Humpty Dumpty Circus (1897), in which a toy circus of acrobats and animals comes to life.
[image: ]Step 1: WATCH the two film clips on the class website (follow the YouTube links)
Clip 1: The Lost World. Watch 51:30-53:00. Answer the questions attached.
Clip 2: Jason and the Argonauts. Watch the entire clip and answer the questions attached.

Step 2: REVIEW the storyboard on the following page. Use it to help you answer the questions attached and to help you create your own storyboard.

Step 3: WRITE your own Plot Diagram and outlining the major events in your Stop Motion Animation.
Storyboard as well as complete the Character Map sheet. (if necessary)

NOTE: No offensive subject matter (i.e. no violent death scenes). Your video must be school appropriate
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STEP 4: STORYBOARD your plot using the attached storyboard paper. Your storyboard must follow the following PLOT FORMAT if you are telling a story in your animation.

1) Introduction of characters
2) Rising Action
3) Climax
4) Denouement/Resolution

Get approval from the teacher before your start drawing your Storyboard.

STEP 5: ANIMATE your various components of your storyboard by photographing your figures frame by frame. Consider: Movement, Pacing, Length of shots.

STEP 6: REFLECT on your project once it’s finished by answering the following questions: 

1) What aspect of your work do you find most successful and why?
2) What aspect of your work do you find least successful and why?
3) If you could do this project again, what changes would you make to improve it?





IMPORTANT TERMS TO KNOW: 

Plot: is the literary element that describes the structure of a story. A plot diagram is an organizational tool, which is used to map the significant events in a story. By placing the most significant events from a story on the plot diagram, you can visualize the key features of the story. The basic triangle-shaped lot structure was described by Aristotle in 350 BCE. Aristotle used the beginning, middle and end structure to describe a story that moved along a linear path, following a chain of cause and effect.

Storyboards are graphic organizers in the form of illustrations or images displayed in sequence for the purpose of pre-visualizing a motion picture, animation.
The storyboarding process, in the form it is known today, was developed at the Walt Disney Studio during the early 1930s, after several years of similar processes being in use at Walt Disney and other animation studios.
Name: _______________________________					         Media Arts 11
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Research Questions: Stop Motion Animation

1. What is Stop Motion Animation? (1)


2. Who created the first stop motion film and what did it feature? (1)


3. Who did the Stop Motion Animation in King Kong (1933)? (1)


4. Who did the Stop Motion Animation in the Lost World (1933)? (1)


5. What mood/feeling do you get from the Stop Motion Animation in the short clip from the Lost World (1933)? (1)




6. How did the animator create a sense of action and excitement through his animation sequence? (1)



7. Who did the Stop Motion Animation in Jason and the Argonauts (1963)? (1)


8. What mood/feeling do you get from the Stop Motion Animation in the short clip Jason and the
Argonauts (1963)? (1)





9. How did the animator create a sense of action and excitement through his animation sequence? (1)






10. Describe one thing you learned after watching these two short clips of Stop Motion Animation. (1)



[image: ]
[image: ]Character MappingPreliminary Sketch:

1st Character Name:__________________
Look-like: What does the character look like? (tall, short, thin, heavy)



Act: How does the character act? (loud, quiet, runs, walks)



How do other characters in the story react to this character?:
Preliminary Sketch:


[image: ]

2nd Character Name:__________________ 
Look-like: What does the character look like? (tall, short, thin, heavy)



Act: How does the character act? (loud, quiet, runs, walks)



How do other characters in the story react to this character?:



[image: ]Conflict Mapping
What is the conflict? (another person, a thing, or thoughts and  feeling of the character?



Why does this conflict occur?



What are some ways the conflict could be resolved? 



Resolution Mapping

[image: ]How is the conflict resolved?



What happens after the conflict is resolved?



How does the conflict and its resolution affect the character? 


Story Mapping

[image: ]Location: Where does the story take place? (city, castle, ship, cemetary, moon)



Time: When does the story take place? (afternoon, fall, morning, date)



 Write a detailed description of the setting. (weather, noise, colors):
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Stop Motion Animation Storyboard Project
	Achievement Criteria
	Level 4
	Level 3
	Level 2
	Level 1
	Level 0
	

	Thinking/
Inquiry
Concept & meaning:
Stop Motion Animation

Storyboard:
Commercial / Short Story: Beginning, Rising Events, Climax and Resolution
	Concept is clear and strong. Meaning or ideas conveyed are above  expectations for student’s  grade level. Applies  substantial elements &
principles of design while composing work.


2
	Concept is clear and valid. Meaning or ideas conveyed are on par with student’s grade level. Applies Considerable elements & principles of design while composing work.


1.0 - 1.75
	Concept is slightly
unclear and/or weak. Meaning or ideas conveyed are below expectations for
student’s grade level. Applies some of the
elements & principles
of design while composing work.
0.5 - 1.0
	Concept is unclear
and/or weak. Meaning or ideas conveyed are not on
par with student grade level.





0.25
	Work does not meet
Assignments expectations for this category.
Incomplete.



0
	





/2

	Knowledge/
Understanding
Creativity &
Originality:
Stop Motion
Animation:
Beginning, Rising
Events, Climax and
Resolution
	The completed work is very unique and is  creative in execution. The product does not resemble exemplars or there is no similar work

5
	The completed work is original and is somewhat creative in execution. It does not resemble exemplars of similar work 
.
3 - 4
	The completed work
is relatively unoriginal
and not creative in
execution. Some
exemplars of similar
work exist.
2
	The completed work
is largely unoriginal
and not creative in
execution. Many
exemplars of similar
work exist.
1
	Work does
not meet
assignments
expectations for this category.
Incomplete.
0
	            




/5

	Application/
Creation
Process:
Demonstration of Skill
Development
& Following
Procedures
including Clean Up


Completion
(Plot Diagram,
Character Maps,
Storyboard,
Animate)


Detail
	Student demonstrates
Superior effectiveness in
Demonstrating the process of following procedures and skill development.
8 – 10

The submitted work
appears totally complete. No
additional effort could have been included: time has been managed in an exemplary manner.
5


Work demonstrates  exemplary detail.
5
	Student demonstrates
Considerable effectiveness in
demonstrating the process of following procedures and skill development.
7 - 7.5

The submitted work appears mostly complete. Minimal
effort additional effort could have been included and time has been managed well.
3 – 4



Work demonstrates substantial detail.
3 - 4
	Student demonstrates some
effectiveness in demonstrating the process of following procedures and skill development.
6 - 6.5

The submitted work appears slightly incomplete. Some additional effort could
have been included: time has been slightly mismanaged.
2



Work demonstrates some detail.
2
	Student demonstrates
limited effectiveness in demonstrating the process of following procedures and skill development.
5

The submitted work appears obviously incomplete. Much
more effort could have been included: time has obviously
been mismanaged.
1



Work demonstrates limited detail.
1
	Incomplete.
0





Incomplete.
0






Incomplete.
0
	


/10



/5


/5

	Communication
Clarity: Stop Motion
Animation Story
Beginning, Rising
Events, Climax and
Resolution
Reflection Questions
	Work demonstrates high degree of clarity in the chosen theme.
2
Answers are clear & exemplary
	Work demonstrates considerable degree
of clarity in the chosen theme. 
1.0 - 1.75
Answers are clear and complete.
1.0 - 1.75
	Work demonstrates some degree of clarity in the chosen theme.
0.5 - 1.0
Answers are somewhat clear and complete.
0.5 - 1.0
	Work demonstrates limited degree of clarity in the chosen theme.
0.5
Answers are vague/ incomplete.
0.5
	Incomplete.
0


Incomplete.
0
	/2
/2
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animator known as
Wills O' Brien
(known by others
as O'bie). His work
on The Lost World
(1925) is well
known, but he is
most admired for
his work on King
Kong (1933), a
milestone of his
films made possible
by stop motion
‘animation.

O'Brien's protege and eventual
successor in Hollywood was
Ray Harryhausen. After
learning under O'Brien on the
film Mighty Joe Young (1949),
Harryhausen would go on to
create the effects for a string of
successful and memorable
films over the next three
decades. These included It
Came From Beneath The Sea
(1955), Jason and the
Argonauts (1963) and Clash Of
The Titans (1981).
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STEP THREE: WRITE your
own Plot Diagram and
outlining the major events in
your Stop Motion Animation.
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sheet. (if necessary)
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Stop Motion Animation Project

Stop motion (also known as stop frame) is
an animation technique to make a physically
manipulated object appear to move on its
own. The object is moved in small increments
between individually photographed frames,
creating the illusion of movement when the
series of frames is played as a continuous
sequence. Dolls with movable joints or clay
figures are often used in stop motion for their
ease of repositioning

Stop motion animation using plasticine is
called clay animation or "clay-mation". Not all
stop motion requires figures or models; many
stop motion films can involve using humans,
household appliances and other things for
comedic effect

Short History

Stop motion animation has a long history in
film. It was often used to show object

moving as if by magic. The first instance of
the stop motion technique can be credited to
Albert E. Smith and J. Stuart Blackton for
Vitagraph's The Humpty Dumpty Circus.
(1897), in which a toy circus of acrobats and
animals comes to life.

King Kong (1933) The stop-motion animated King Kong, battiing
an airplane on top of the Empire State Building. (Wilis O' Brien did

Inthetum of the  STEP ONE: REVIEW the
century, there was  attached existing Storyboard
another well known  (see attached shex

animator known as

Wills O' Brien STEP TWO: WATCH the
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